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While still covering the cookie embodiment, the substance of allowed Claims 99 and 107 
is herein amended and incorporated into all independent claims, i.e., Claims 3, 35 and 79, with 
such wording as to assure a priority claim to June 7, 1995 for all claims, that is, "the client 
storing the session identifier for use in subsequent commimications." Support for these 
amendments can be found at page 8, lines 12-18 of the Specification as filed. Accordingly, 
Claims 99 and 107 have been canceled. Applicants believe that Claims 3, 35 and 79, as well as 
all remaining depending claims, i.e.. Claims 5-26, 31-34, 36-43, 80-93, 96-98 and 100-106, 
should now be allowable. 

These amendments have been made to expedite allowance of the claims. Applicants 
reserve the right to re-file the claims in a Continuation in their form previous to this Amendment. 

Claim 31 has been amended to recite that "the session identifier comprises an 
authorization identifier." Support for this amendment can be found at page 6, lines 2-3 of the 
Specification as filed. 

Claims 50 and 81 have been broadened such that a specific REDIRECT command is no 
longer required. Instead, each claim now recites "returning a response to the client, the response 
redirecting an initial request...." See for example. Fig. 2A, reference numbers 122. and Fig. 3, 
step 4, of the Apphcation as filed. 

Claim 16 has been amended, by including substantially the same language as above, to 
clarify that it is the response from the first server that redirects the service request. 

New Claim 108 has been added to specify that a service request may be a request to 
purchase a product. This is supported, for example, at column 4, lines 35-45 in U.S. Patent No. 
5,715,314 (Application S/N 09/328,133) ("Payne"), which is incorporated into the present 
Specification by reference. See Specification as filed, page 3, lines 19-23. 

New Claims 109 and 110 recite that the product may be a "soft" good such as can be 
transmitted over the network, such as a newspaper or newsletter article. New Claim 1 1 1 recites 
that the product may be a durable or "hard" good. Support for these claims is found in Payne at 
column 4, lines 50-60. 

The Specification has been amended to correct a minor typographical error. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

An Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is being filed concurrently herewith. Entry of 
the IDS is respectfully requested. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that all remaining claims, 
i.e.. Claims 3, 5-26, 31-43, 49-63, 67-93, 96-98, 100-106 and 108-1 1 1 are in condition for 
allowance, and it is respectfully requested that the application be passed to issue. If the Examiner 
feels that a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of this case, the Examiner is invited 
to call the undersigned at (781) 861-6240. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 



B y fL ^ 

Gerald M. Bluhm 
Registration No. 44,035 
Telephone (781) 861-6240 
Facsimile (781) 861-9540 



Lexington, Massachusetts 02421-4799 
Dated: ^//^A 
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MARKED UP VERSION OF AMENDMENTS 

Specification Amendments Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(b)(l)(iii) 

Replace the paragraph at page 17, lines 1 through 25 with the below paragraph marked up by 
way of bracketing and underlining to show the changes relative to the previous version of the 
paragraph: 

Additionally, the server may, at any given time, track access history within a client-server 
session. Such a history profile informs the service provider about link traversal [transversal] 
frequencies and link paths followed by users. This profile is produced by filtering transaction logs 
from one or more servers to select only transactions involving a particular user ID (UID). Two 
subsequent entries, A and B, corresponding to requests from a given user in these logs represent a 
link traversal from document A to document B made by the user in question. This information may 
be used to identify the most popular links to a specific page and to suggest where to insert new links 
to provide more direct access. In another embodiment, the access history is evaluated to determine 
traversed links leading to a purchase of a product made within commercial pages. This information 
may be used, for example, to charge for advertising based on the number of link traversals from an 
advertising page to a product page or based on the count of purchases resulting from a path including 
the advertisement. In this embodiment, the server can gauge the effectiveness of advertising by 
measuring the number of sales that resulted from a particular page, link, or path of links. The system 
can be configured to charge the merchant for an advertising page based on the number of sales that 
resulted from that page. 

Claim Amendments Under 37 C.F.R. S 1.12irc¥nrin 
Cancel claims 99 and 107. 

3. (Twice Amended) A method of processing service requests from a client to a server system 
through a network, said method comprising the steps of: 

forwarding a service request from the client to the server system, wherein 
communications between the client and server system are according to hypertext transfer 
protocol; 

returning a session identifier from the server system to the chent . the client storing the 
session identifier for use in subsequent communications : and 

appending the session identifier to subsequent service requests from the client to the 
server system within a session of requests. 

16. (Twice Amended) A method as claimed in Claim 1 5 wherein: 

a client directs a service request to a first server which is to provide the requested 

service; 
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the first server checks the service request for a session identifier and only services a 
service request having a vaUd session identifier, and where the service request has no vaHd 
identifier: 

the first server returns a response to the cUent. the response redirecting 
[redirects] the service request from the cUent to the authentication server; 

the authentication server subjects the chent to an authorization routine and 
issues the session identifier to be appended to the service request to the first server; 

the cUent forwards the service request appended with the session identifier to 
the first server; and 

the first server recognizes the session identifier and services the service 
request to the client; and 

the chent appends the session identifier to subsequent service requests to the server 
system and is serviced without further authorization. 

3 1 . (Three Times Amended) The method of Claim 3, wherein at least one service request 

comprises a [document] request for a document which has been purchased by a user, and 
wherein the session identifier comprises an authorization identifier, the method further 
comprising [the steps of] : 

[appending an authorization identifier to the request; and] 

returning the requested document if the authorization identifier indicates that the user 
is authorized to access the document. 

35. (Twice Amended) An information system on a network, comprising: 

means for receiving service requests from clients and for determining whether a 
service request includes a session identifier, wherein communications to and from the clients 
are according to hypertext transfer protocol; 

means for providing the session identifier in response to an initial service request in a 
session of requests; [and] 

means for servicing subsequent service requests within the session of requests from a 
client , the subsequent service requests including [which include] the session identifier [, the 
subsequent service request being processed in the session] : and 

means for storing, at the chent. the session identifier for use in each communication 
associated with the document request . 

50. (Amended) The method of Claim 3 further comprising: 

returning a response [REDIRECT] to the client, the response redirecting an initial 
service request to [the REDIRECT containing a locator for] an authentication server, the 
authentication server providing the session identifier. 

79. (Amended) A method of processing service requests from a client to a server system through 
a network, said method comprising the steps of: 

forwarding a service request from the client to the server system, wherein 
communications between the client and server system are according to hypertext transfer 
protocol; 
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retuming a session identifier firom the server system to the cUent . the cUent storing the 
session identifier for use in subsequent communications : and 

appending as part of a path name in a uniform resource locator the session identifier 
to subsequent service requests fi"om the cUent to the server system within a session of 
requests. 

81 . (Amended) The method of Claim 79 fixrther comprising: 

returning a response [REDIRECT] to the client, the [REDIRECT] response 
containing a locator for an authentication server, the response redirecting the first service 
request to the authentication server, the authentication server providing the session identifier. 

108. (Nev/) The method of Claim 3, wherein a service request comprises a request to purchase a 
product. 

109. (New) The method of Claim 108, wherein the product is transmitted over the network. 

110. (New) The method of Claim 109, wherein the product is a newspaper/newsletter article. 

111. (New) The method of Claim 108, wherein the product is a durable product. 



